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A deal of sleep seems to suit the family; and of all God's gifts I doubt
whether that isn't one of the best...

W. M. T.

37.           TO MRS. ELLIOT AND KATE PERRY

28-31 JULY 1853

Lambert Catalogue, p. 565 Goodyear Catalogue, lot 321. Four pages, izmo.

Vevey, Switzerland, July 28-31

.. . There was a corner of the carriage that of course I often filled
up with Somebody, who has a place in her coach too I know for me,
whether I fill it or not, and there may be a dozen of children in that
carriage, and a poor old Inspector too ... yet I know there's always a
place in it occupied by one W, M, T.. .. The novel is getting on apace,
and I shall have done a couple of numbers by the end of the month.
Anny is amused, who writes a good deal of it to dictation, a good sign.
Mr. Pendennis is the author of the book, and he has taken a great
weight off my mind, for under that mask and acting, as it were, I can
afford to say and think many things that I couldn't venture on in my
own person, now that it is a person, and I know the public are staring
at it. I can't talk to folks in Inns, etc. for that reason of my uncontrol-
able modesty, and wish to the deuce I were not a public character. The
Americans have quite conquered Switzerland and the Rhine districts,
and the Hotels are as the Astor House. How pretty almost all of the
women are; and the men how awful! ... I think I have spent as
pleasant a fortnight as ever I have had in my life, plenty of work, play,
health, money, good children. What could man ask for more? Only
one thing that he can't have. That one thing everybody hankers after,
no doubt...

W. M. T.

38.          TO THE REV. WILLIAM BROOKFIELD

24 SEPTEMBER 1853

Lambert Catalogue, p. 49 j  Goodyear Catalogue, lot 320.   Two pages,  i2mo.
Thackeray sends a box of cigars.22

Sept.  24

... When I was ill the other day I made a sort of will in which I
begged you and Fitzgerald to act as a sort of guardians to the children,

23 In the box of cigars which accompanied this letter Thackeray enclosed the
following note: "My dear Win. I send you these for the sake of old and constant
friendship" (Gooclyear Catalogue, lot 320).